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Warminster,  January  29th,  1898. 

MR.  CHAIRMAN  AND  -GENTLEMEN, 

It  is  again  my  duty  to  present  to  you  my 
annual  report  as  to  the  health  and  sanitary  com 
dition  of  the  district  during  the  year. 

From  the  tabular  forms  accompanying  this  report, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  deaths  of  105  persons  were 
registered.  This  would  give  a  death-rate  for  the 
year  of  14.09  per  1,000.  The  ages  of  death  ranged 
from  20  minutes  to  93  years,  and  18  deaths  occurred 
of  persons  over  80  years  of  age.  With  regard  to 
seasons,  there  were  38  deaths  in  the  first  quarter,  20 
in  the  second,  24  in  the  third,  and  23  in  the  fourth. 

The  births  numbered  155,  equivalent  to  a  birth-rate 
of  20.8  per  1,000.  The  death-rate  of  young  children 
under  one  year  is  above  the  average.  19  deaths  hav¬ 
ing  occurred  at  that  age.  but  in  this  number  were 
included  the  deaths  of  eight  infants  only  a  few  days 
old.  Ofie  death  occurred  from  scarlet  fever,  and  two 
from  whooping  cough. 

I  will  now  refer  to  the  presence  of  infectious  dis¬ 
eases  during  the  year. 

Diphtheria. — Only  four  mild  cases  of  this  disease 
were  notified  to  me — two  in  January,  at  Horningsham 
and  Stockton,  one  in  March  at  Tytherington,  and 
one  in  August  at  Corsley. 

Scarlet  fever  —Seventeen  cases  were  reported  to 
me.  A  rather  sharp  outbreak  of  this  disease  occurred 
at  Upton  Scudamore,  ten  cases  coming  to  my  notice 
within  a  few  days  of  each  other,  due  to  a  pupil 
attending  the  elementary  school  in  the  incipient 
stage.  The  school  was  closed  for  a  few  days  for 
disinfecting  purposes,  and  no  fresh  case  occurred 
on  the  re-opening ;  but  the  children  of  the  infected 
families  were  prohibited  from  attending. 

Enteric  fever.— Six  cases  were  reported  to  me,  four 
occurring  in  one  family.  Careful  inspection  of  the 
premises  failed  to  reveal  any  local  insanitary  con¬ 
dition;  but  I  think  the  first  case  was  caused  by 
drinking  water  from  a  pond  whilst  at  his  work,  and 
the  remaining  cases  were  due  to  infection  from  this 
one.  The  water  supply  was  from  a  well  used  by 
three  other  houses  in  the  vicinity,  and  an  analysis 
was  found  satisfactory.  The  remaining  cases  were 
infected  outside  the  district,  and  call  for  no  remarks. 

The  water  supoly  is  varied  but  abundant.  Deep 
and  shallow  wel's  abound,  as  well  as  natural  springs, 
and  in  two  of  the  villages  there  is  a  proper  supply, 
one  source  of  suoply  being  a  deep  well  rising  some 
distance  from  the  village,  and  is  carefully  guarded 
from  pollution,  and  although  some  of  the  shallow 
wells  are  liable  to  pollution  from  surface  water,  and 
occasionally  you  find  an  old  well  which  from  constant 
leakage  has  become  polluted,  yet,  as  a  whole,  the 
supply  of  water  is  pure  and  ample;  and  in  no  case 
for  many  years  have  I  been  able  to  trace  any  out¬ 
break  to  water  pollution. 

Systematic  inspection  of  the  whole  district  has 
been  carried  out  in  conjunction  with  the  Inspector 
of  Nuisances,  and  the  bakehouses  and  slaughter¬ 
houses  were  found  to  be  kept  in  accordance  with 
l  he  bvelaws,  and  the  provisions  of  the  Cowsheds  and 
Dairies  Order  were,  in  most  instances,  properly  com- 
phecl  w’th.  The  general  character  of  the  cottages 
(especially  those  of  older  construction)  is  on  a  par 
v-ith  other  agricultural  localities,  but  of  late  years 
great  improvement  has  taken  place  in  their  condi¬ 
tion  many  of  the  older  ones  having  been  pulled 
down,  some  repaired,  and  new  ones  erected  ini  many 
of  the  villages  The  surroundings  of  the  tenements 
of  the  poorer  classes  are  improving,  slops  and  house 
refuse  are  not  allowed  to  accumulate  near  the  house, 
closets  are  removed  to  a  proper  distance,  and  where 
rK  ssibJe  the  nail  or  dry  earth  system  is  recommended. 
The  old  tyue  of  privy  is  still  very  much  in  vogue; 
but  by  degrees  is  being  replaced  by  those  of  more 
improved  construction. 

Bedroom  accommodation  is  generally  defective, 
particulaUy  in  those  cottages  of  older  construction, 
and  fireplaces  are  an  exception  rather  than  the 
rule. 

Two  outbreaks  of  anthrax  in  cattle  were  reported 
*  to  me.  In(  one  case  the  sale  of  the  milk  from  the 
dairy  was  prohibited,  which  was  not  necessary  in 
the  other,  ns  the  diseased  animal  had  no  connection 
with  the  dairy  cows. 

No  part  of  the  district  is  supplied  with  public 
sewers,  except  a  small  part  of  Bishopstow.  Sewage 
disposal  is  hy  ordinary  privies  for  the  smaller  occu¬ 
pants.  but  for  bouses  of  the  better  class,  each  pro¬ 
vides  his  own  system  of  sewerage,  which,  as  a  rule, 
consists  of  largo  cemented  cesspools;  but  in  some 
instances  the  drainage  is  discharged  direct  into  the 
river. 

With  this  report  I  submit  the  tables  supplied  hy  the 
Lccal  Government  Board,  one  of  which  deals  with 
the  mortality  in  the  disfrict,  and  the  other  with  the 
berths,  and  new  cases  of  infectious  disease  coming  to 
m v  knowledge.— I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 
yours  faithfully, 

FREDERICK  J.  FLOWER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Counc'l. 
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The  subjoined  numbers  have  also  to  be  taken  into 
account  in  judging  of  the  above  records  cf  mortality  : — 


Names  of  localities 
adopted  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  these  statis¬ 
tics,  public  institu¬ 
tions  being  shown  as 
separate  localities. 
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